. B4. |       Mr,   Thomas Shcridaris dulncss.
453
' Thtnnpson, I think, hail as much of the poet about him as most writers. Kveiy tiling appeared to him through the medium of liis favourite pursuit. He could not have viewed those two candles burning but with a poetical eye1.'
'lias not .....J a grcul deal of wit, Sir?' JOHNSON. 'I do
not think so, Sir. lie is, indeed, ennlimially attempting wit, but ho fails. And I have no more pleasure in hearing a man attempting wit and failing, than in seeing a man trying to leap over a ditch and tumbling into it.'
He laughed heartily, when I mentioned to him a saying of his concerning Mr. Thomas Sheridan, which Kooto took a wicked pleasure to circulate;. 'Why, Sir, Sherry is dull, naturally dull; but it must have; taken him a great deal of pains to become what we now see him. Such an excess of stupidity, Sir, is not in Nature.1 'So (said he,) \ allowed him all his own merit.'
lie now added, ' Sheridan cannot bear me, I bring his declamation to a point. I ask him a plain question, 'What do you mean to leach?' Hcsides, Sir, what influence can Mr, Sheridan have upon the language of this great country, by his narrow
when suddenly closing tltr book IK;
muttered, ill Mil IIIH'tillM-iuu-i soliloquy, "tiood dud! what ;i Bruins I had when I wrote that bunk I " Slit; heKk'fd il t'f him, who made home excuse iit the moment ; I ml on her birthday lie presented lu-r with it him lihed, "From her alfee linnair cousin," On uliseivitiK the iie.iiip linn, »ihe ventured tn say, " I wi-ili, Kir, you hud naiil the j.;ili nf the auilt'ir!" "I lit- 1 Iran bowed, 'itniled gcmd •luinioinedly, and answered, " No, I thank yi'tii" in a vfty sij{iiiii-Cttflt inaiinrr.'" Their i«, ihis ID lit* iiaid "I Jiihn'.iin'', jut ii-iliility about the Tale i\f et Tnl\ ilmt tin- History
man of genius; lit; Kinks round on Nature and on l.ifc with the: oyts whii'li Nature ImstowH only on a pnrt ; die <:>•<: tli.'it diHtinffuiiilurs in fviM'ylhiiiK prcscnlcii to its view whatever there is <m which imagination can delight to lie ilciiituccl, and with a mind thai at once coin-piehend'i the, vast, and alk'iuU to the minute.' JolniNnn's IVorks, viii. \"'l. Hee /().</, ii. 6j, and April II, 1776.
' llurkc', HceinN to be meant. See /W, April aj, 1778, and Uoawoll's Hebnttts, Aug. 15, and >Se[)t. 15, I77.1- It i* «tnuiKe however that, while in llieoo three plitt-ttH Hoswcll
<if John liult and the Hfcintiirx i'/    mention!!  Jltirke'H name, he alinuld
MartinusStriHrriH, though both by Arbuthnot, wcie nimnmnly availed to Swift, and ate ptinted in Iris Works.
' ' Thomson think1* in ti peculiar train,  and  he thinks  nlwnyi  .1,  a
leave ti blank here. In fli'swelliuna, p. 328, lloHwell recordu : ' Lunj,r-lon 'liuil llurkc, Iinmtncrccl hin wit U|ion au anvil, and the. iron was cold. There were no sparks (Infihin^ and llyiiiK all about.'
exertions ? of the country (after having cut it into a kind oi regular figure) bored and hollowed with incredible pains and industry.' England,ld not meet his ;     only the pretence.'
